By: KARI PEPERKORN

Imagine you are in grade five. You have two siblings,
you are interested in the Harry Potter series of books
and movies and you are keen to create delicious
delights in the kitchen...but best of all you have a
mentor that comes to your school for one hour a
week just to be with you. You may think most of this
description personifies a lot of ten year olds, but the
difference is, this one is part of the In-School
Mentoring program at Big Brothers and Big Sisters of
Calgary.

You have just been introduced to Janessa, a bubbly
young person with an unbelievable future ahead of
her. Janessa has been matched to her mentor,
Jenna, for two years and together they have proven
that friendship knows no age boundaries. Whether
it's playing a board game, or baking and decorating a
batch of cookies, this dynamic duo share a lot in
common. “We are both interested in art,” explains
Jenna, a Psychology major at the University of
Calgary, “We both have similar interests in movies
and books. Usually I let her pick our weekly activity
but I offer suggestions.” Last week it was crafts and
games, next week will be baking.

At the same time as Janessa is enjoying having a new friend to share stories and
experiments with, Jenna is embracing the opportunity to share one hour of her week
with a young person, while focusing on something other than school. “Ever since I
turned 18 I always wanted to volunteer— being an In-School Mentor has given me
the chance to gain another friend, someone to hang out with... Just an hour a week
to have fun.” When Jenna isn't at the school with Janessa, she keeps busy as a full-
time student in her fourth year at the University of Calgary. After graduation in 2007,
Jenna looks forward to a year off before starting a Masters program with a focus on
counselling. Additionally, Jenna spends her time volunteering at the Distress Centre
and is looking forward to the upcoming year when she hopes to become a coach for
the Special Olympics.

As an In-School Mentor since 2005, Jenna is happy to be making a difference in
Janessa's life, one visit at a time. “The most memorable get together for me
happened last year at the beginning of our third visit- I saw Janessa and she ran over
and gave me a hug.” This is a ritual that has carried on into this year- Janessa can't
help but hug Jenna with zealous excitement as she looks forward to their hour
together. Perhaps the most important question is this: what does Janessa think is
the best part of having a mentor? "I don't know everything,” explains Janessa, as
she looks to her Mentor, Jenna, who she thinks might just have some insight into a
few of the things her ten years of life experience have yet to teach.
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Even though Janessa might not know everything
now, what she does know, she knows well. Take
checkers for example. As the two carefully
manouver though a close game, Janessa describes
how she is trying to teach her younger sister how to
play and goes on to highlight her numerous checkers
success stories. “I used to beat my uncle at checkers
all the time,” Janessa says smiling, as she strategizes
her next big move, “King me.”

With a game win under her belt, Janessa quickly
moves from one topic of discussion to another.
Halloween. Cookies. Cats. Trampolines. AsJenna
carefully listens to Janessa's detailed account of the
dragons Harry Potter had to overthrow, Jenna notes
the difference she has seen in her Mentee since they
were matched last year: “Janessa is more interested
in trying new things now... she has come out of her
shell. Being an In-School Mentor has given me the
chance to be her friend, to be here for her and to
make her feel good about herself.”

Bringing mutual respect and compatibility to their
match, Jenna and Janessa are a special In-School
Mentoring pair. “The friendship that Jenna has
offered to Janessa is what makes this match so
incredible,” notes Marcia Dupuis, the pair's
Mentoring Coordinatior, “Jenna makes Janessa feel
like a priority in her life.” And a priority she is...
because what started off as a meeting of strangers
has turned into a beautiful friendship.

In-School Mentor, Jenna, with her Mentee, Janessa.
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A Message from former Board President: Steve Peake

As a grizzled old copper working in the Sex
Crimes Unit and the Crime Scenes Unit of the
Calgary Police Service, | saw very little
positive and a lot of the negative in people—itis
not healthy to spend too much time there. | got
involved with Big Brothers and Big Sisters of
Calgary and Area through the Bowl for Kids
campaign and have been hooked ever since.

As | reflect back on my time with the
organization | cannot help but smile. | smile a
lot these days. You see, that is what brought
me to here in the first place. | defy anyone to
walk into the office and leave without a smile.

Eight years ago | was introduced into the
actual organization through the Growth Action
Committee and then two years later made the
transition onto the Board. This has been a life
altering experience for me. When | think back
on all of the opportunities | have had to help
make a difference in peoples lives it excites
me.

| think of the many opportunities to meet
funders, partners and supporters of the
organization who share the same passion for

our families. As a Board member | was able
to really understand what this organization is
all about. | worked with a very dedicated
group of volunteers who were passionate
about the children and the needs of our staff.
| think fondly of all the support they gave me,
both as a Director and eventually as the
President.

| will always appreciate being a member of
the Strategic Planning committee, for it was
there | truly got an understanding of what the
organization is about and how every member
of the team fits into the overall picture.
Coming from a policing background, | did not
have a grasp on the workings of a business
plan, time lines, accountability and all that
stuff. | have learned just how critical this is in
order to maintain your focus within the
organization.

| truly cherished my relationship with our
Executive Director, Sharon Moore and how
well we were able to communicate and work
with each other. During my presidency she
was my lifeline and was always willing to
help.

My greatest joys were dealing with all the
staff. They have bonded into such a unique
team of driven people. | think often of how
they have unselfishly taken on so many
extra tasks to get us to where we are today.
Itis never about competition with the team, it
is always about the children. |think of how |
was always welcomed by them with that
warm smile and constant enthusiasm. |
think of the baby showers and staff
functions that | was invited to attend. | smile
a lot these days because | know that the
organization is strong and healthy and that
isimportantto me.

This year at the AGM, | was presented with
the Founders award, which was a complete
surprise to me. What an honor that was.
Over the years | have done some things for
Big Brothers and Big Sisters, but Big
Brothers and Big Sisters has done a lot
more for me.

| thank you for giving me the opportunity to
be a part of this great organization.

Steve Peate,

Former Beand President and Founder

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

With the 2005-2006 fiscal year behind us, Monday, September 25, 2006
saw the Annual General Meeting for Big Brothers and Big Sisters of]
Calgary and Area. With the AGM, Volunteer Recognition and BBQ all
taking place at the new office space, there was a lot for the Agency to
celebrate... especially the continued growth of connections within the
community. Here are a few event highlights:

*AGM, Volunteer Recognition and BBQ all held at
the offices of Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Calgary

*2005/2006 Board President, Steve Peake,
recognized for his years of service (2000-2006)

*Founders wall unveiled and Founders Award
presented to Steve Peake

Pictured above: Steve Peake
(left) accepts the Founders Award

for 2006 from Al Gordon.

*Outgoing Board members acknowledged:
Steve Peake (Past President) and Connie
Cook (Past Director); Appointment of new
Board for 2006/2007

PARTSOURCE

August 2006 marked the tenth annive
PartSource, Canada's source for auto p
celebration, local Big Brothers and Big
agencies across the nation partnered with P
to raise funds for mentoring programs. In
the anniversary, all six Calgary location
fundraising BBQ's with a little help fro
volunteers and staff.

The festivities were very successful and ma
impact. As they continue to count, PartSo
confirmed events throughout August hawv
raised over $13,000 nationally. PartSourc
donating these funds back to the communitie
they operate. Thank you to all the franc
Calgary and to the PartSource Corporate
your support and contributions to Big Brother
Sisters of Calgary and Area.

*Special recognition recipients
acknowledged: Kids Up Front and Henry
Burris

*Incoming Littles of the Year, Kendra and
Eric, were presented with a commemorative
plaque and award from the Alberta Orange
Foundation. Outgoing Littles of the Year,
Justin and Stephanie, were recognized with
special engraved keepsakes presented by
Jack Bader on behalf of the Canadian
Progress Club- Calgary Downtown

Pictured above: John Coburn (Alberta Orange
Foundation) presents Little Brother of the Year
(top), Eric, and Little Sister of the Year (bottom)
with commemorative plaques for their outstanding
achievements.

FANTASY FOOTBALL EXPERI

This summer, the Calgary Stampeders join
with Cardel Homes for the Fantasy
Experience. 100 lucky Calgarians were divi
six teams, each featuring a handful of Stamp
well as a team Captain who was able to
charity for their winning donation to be
Henry Burris, Stampeders Quarterback, sel
Brothers and Big Sisters of Calgary, and tog
his team, raised $3,000 for our mentoring pro




SUMMER STUDENTS

A major component of how Big Brothers and Big
Sisters operates is through the addition of students
to our staff throughout the year. This summer we
were fortunate enough to have two very special
people join our team: Rochelle Edwards (Programs)
and Lauren Martin (Development and
Communications.) Rochelle eagerly joined BBBS
back in the spring of this year working with the Intake
Department and then smoothly transferred as a
student in the whole Program Department as an
invaluable asset. Lauren joined BBBS in May on a
work term in conjunction with the Non-Profit
Management Studies program at Mount Royal
College. Using her creative and artistic talent,

golf tournaments and
Pictured above: Lauren Martin (Left)

_ Lauren worked on
;::- R —
v special events. Thank
and Rochelle Edwards (Right).

designing and decorating
you to both for a

the Agency's boardroom

as well as assisted with
0 wonderful summer 20086.
W .‘

NORTHHILL MALL...
BETWEEN GENERATIONS

North Hill Shopping Centre and Big Brothers and
Big Sisters of Calgary and Area have teamed up to
“spread the word” about our Between Generations
program. The mall, which has been a part of the
community since 1958 (it has the distinction of
being Calgary first shopping mall) is a favourite of
many throughout the city, but particularly those
who have been around to see the changes the
local institution has undergone since its inception.
Grandchildren, and sometimes great-
grandchildren, now accompany those who
originally shopped in its stores back in the earlier

days. The mall now goes by the theme “...for
generations” a perfect fit with Between
Generations. It's all about connecting yesterday

with today and to that end, North Hill Shopping
Centre has welcomed us with open arms to ensure
we share this message with their clients by
providing us with an area to display and hand out
information about our program, along with free
coffee to their customers the last Thursday of each
month. This has been an excellent experience
thus far, as not only are more and more individuals
finding out about this meaningful opportunity, but
also we have had the privilege of being
accompanied by current volunteers who have had
the chance to share their stories.

We invite you to visit us at the Between
Generations display, located outside of Shoppers
Drug Mart the last Thursday of each month from
9am-11am.

BETWEEN GENERATIONS LUNCHEON

June 15th found our Between Generations
volunteers at Heritage Park celebrating
another successful year of mentoring. The
luncheon recognized the program’s success
over the past year including
the Calgary Educational
Partnership Foundation,
2006 Mayor’'s Excellence
Award for multi-sector
partnerships, which was
presented to each school
involved with Between §
Generations.

Pictured above: (I-r)
Dave Gregory (First
Calgary Savings),
Laurie Andersoff
1 (Rundle Elementary)
Jand Sharon Moore
(BBBS) pictured with
the Mayor's
Excellence Award.

" . Pictured left
Between Generations
mentors Joan
Brisbourne, Gerry
Ward, Penny Remmer,
Linda Haun and
Noreen Lowe.

e ¥ (I-r):
As we launch into our third year of Between Generations,

we are proud to announce our arrival in Deer Run
Elementary.

SAILFEST QUILT

From its inception in 1998, hundreds of BBBS youth, volunteers and
families have had the opportunity to enjoy a fun filled Canada Day
thanks to the Calgary Yacht Club and their event, Sailfest. Guests are
treated to a day of sun, sand, swimming, BBQ and crafts in scenic
Chestemere Lake. For eight of the nine years the event has been
running, Lyn Tonkin has been providing a vast array of crafts for all
attendees to enjoy, which is no easy task considering the age for the

eventranges frominfant to senior.

she created the

Lyn was unable to attend this year's event,
but her presence was most definitely felt
through her generous donation of a
commemorative quilt. Asitturned out, Lyn
had been collecting pieces of material from
various crafts over the past eight years.
She also had attendees of Sailfest 2005
sign squares of cloth in honour of Alberta's
centennial. These all came together when

quilt, which she has

named “Sailfest 2005” and was completed
on July 1st,2006. The quilt was officially
presented to BBBS on that same date.

We would like to thank Lyn for her most gracious gift and have proudly
displayed the quiltin our agency boardroom.

CONGRATULATIONS

BRENDA MAHONEY

Congratulations to
Brenda Mahoney who
was named Progress
Club Member of the
Year for Calgary City
Centre. Brenda
continually displays
her philanthropic
spirit as an In-School
Mentor and tirelessly
dedicates her time
and enthusiasm in the
community.
Congratulations
Brenda!

ONE IN A MILLION

We are excited to
announce Big Couple,
Sean and Jessica
Waite, brought nine
pound, ten ounce
Dashiell into the world
on Tuesday, July 25,
2006. Little Dash,
Calgary's one-
millionth citizen, was
welcomed with open
arms by the entire city
and was white-hatted
by Mayor Dave
Bronconnier.

ToDD BERRY

Congratulations to
Todd Berry, who, after
having won ‘Progress
Club Member of the
Year, Calgary Bow
River’ has been
selected as Member of
the Year for Canada.
Todd’s volunteer
efforts are far reaching
and include sitting on
the BBBS Board of
Directors, volunteering
as a mentor and
remaining active with
CPC-BowRiver.
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Mentor $50,000+

Alberta Children's Services
Concorde Entertainment Group/
CPC - Bow River

CPC - Stampede City

Guardian $20,000+
Bell Canada

CIBC

The City of Calgary

Guide $5,000+

Acumen Capital Finance Partners
Limited

Catholic Charities

Tutor $2,500+

Canadian Progress Club Calgary
Government of the Province of
Alberta

Bill Koening

Coach $1,000

Uptown Bottle Depot/Sunlife
Andy Lockhart

Angela Tonkin

Calgary Foundation

Calgary Police Service

CPC - Bow River

FirstEnergy Capital Corp.

Labatt Brewing Company Limited
Telus

The following are donors who have contributed to our agency between
May 31, 2006 and September 15, 2006. Thank you!

SAT.UTING OUR SUPPORTERS

Friend $500
Aon Reed Stenhouse Inc.
Deepwell Energy Services

UR GROWTH CHART

United Way of Calgary, Donor Choice
Program

700

650

Kira's Day
Peter Mielzynski Agencies Ltd.
KPMG

Gifts in Kind

Al Lennox

Calgary Stampeder Football Club
Gord Keon

Perry Pelensky

Todd Berry

Kids Up Front

W.G. Luca

Gerry Read

hes

CHILDREN SERVED
(ACOMPARISON OF THE NUMBER

OF CHILDREN MATCHED
2004/2005 VS. 2005/2006)

2004-2005

2005-2006



CATCHING UP: PAST AGENCY EVENTS

Here is a snapshot of some of our events over the past months...

9" Annual Sailfest
On July 1, 2006, in celebration of
Canada Day, matched and waitlisted
families and volunteers attended the
9" Annual SailFest. Organized by the -~
Calgary Yacht Club, the day included
decorating clay pots and planting
roses in each one, playing water
games and experiencing all the fun
that summer brings. Itwas a day of
fun in the sun, full of food, sailing and crafts- thank you to
everyone who volunteered to make this event such a
success.

Junior Police Academy

From July 17-July 21 the Calgary Police Service enlisted the
help of a number of ambitious youth in the community for
Junior Police Academy, sponsored by Cops for Kids.
Outfitted in police uniforms, these new recruits toured ajail,
8 sat in on a court case,
experimented with taking
fingerprints, raced through a
M police obstacle course and
1 learned about the dangerous
and damaging effects of
bullying and racism. Junior
Police Academy is a once in
a lifetime opportunity for
youth in our city, promoting a
sense of trust between law
enforcement officers,
children and youth.

Birdhouse Building Da

On Saturday, August 12, 2006, 26 of our matches had the
opportunity to put their woodworking skills to use for
Birdhouse Building Day. Matches constructed birdhouses
from pre-cut pieces of wood and then added a personal touch
by painting the new homes. Thank you to Canadian
Woodworkers Ltd for facility use as well as Andy Lockhart,
Board Member and woodworking aficionado, for making this
activity a reality for our matches.

Stampeders vs. Argonauts

With the Stampeders taking a running dive for the playoffs, the
Canadian Progress Club- Calgary Bow River was thrilled to
take a group of our Waitlist youth to the September 23rd game
against the Toronto Argonauts. With a pre-game party at the
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Calgary office, everyone
geared up to cheer the Stampeders onto victory.

Pictured Above: (Top Left) Big Sister, Claire Owens, takes a break from
Sailfest with mentoring coordinator, Sharlene Coulter, and Little Sister Jen.
(Centre Left) Police dog, Dakota, stops for a photo with Junior Police
Recruit, Dakota. (Centre Right) Big Sister Sarah and Little Sister Torah bait
their hooks at Fishing Day.

Back to School Pichic

September 10, 2006 saw more than 100 people gather
at the Westgate Community Centre to join in the
festivities of the Back to School Picnic. Event
attendees were invited to eat a barbeque lunch and
participate in crafts like kite-making, 'pencil buddies'
and tie-dying. With egg and spoon races, a water
balloon fight and even a pinata, everyone was
delighted to be at the Back to School Picnic to kick off
the 2006 school year.

The Back to School Picnic was sponsored and hosted by the
Canadian Progress Club- Calgary Downtown.

Fishing Day

Rods, reels and bait- that was the
name of the game on Sunday,
August 26, 2006 as a number of
youth from Big Brothers and Big f1
Sisters of Calgary headed outfora |3
day of Fly-Fishing in Fish Creek [
Park. Thanks to Wayne Hanson
of Hanson's Fishing Outfitters, the [
youth went to “Fly-Fishing Boot &8
Camp” to learn the basics of the B
sport and, with the gift of arod and %

reel for each youth, everyone was §
encouraged to try things again.

Fishing Day was proudly
sponsored by Hanson's Fishing
Ouffitters and Symantec.

Flames Pre-Season Kick Off

The first Calgary Flames game of the season got off to a
stellar start as Flames Defenseman, Rhett Warrener (#44)
donated his box of seats at the Saddledome to Big Brothers
and Big Sisters of Calgary. Five matches were indulged with
game day treats including popcorn and juice as well as 3-1
win for the Flames against the Florida Panthers. Thank you
Warrener who continues to support Big Brothers and Big
Sisters of Calgary, providing unique and wonderful
opportunities for the children and youth we serve.




o 1 Big Brothers and Big Sisters
of Calgary and Area

Board of Directors
Paul Harrison, President|

Pat Cochrane, Vice President
Murray Bandura, Treasurer

Andy Lockhart, Secretary

NEW MATCHES: MAy 2006-AUGUST 2006

Laura Robison and Odessa
Connie O'Malley and Roberta
Tim Middlemiss and Clarence
Kate Dooks and Kathy
Tanmeet Singh and Tyson
Russell Wood and Tristan
Georgie Rosenbaum and Taylor
Steve Szeripi and Simon

Ryan Darragh and Murray
Chelan McCallion and Gregory

Alicia Lucyszyn and Jennifer
Dale-Lee Vezina and Theadalyn
Travis Chapman and Colton
Leo Santos and Kenneth

Slade Schiffner and Nathaniel
Craig Hagel and Orren
Jacqueline Feltham and Joey
Pamela Luzar and Emily

Marc Morin and Jesse

Anthony Ahtom and Chris

Shelly Morash and Joshua
Gordon Marsden and Brandon
Noel Bannister and Tamara
Terri Worms and Rowan
Annie Robin and Faith

Abram Gutscher and Kodi
Kristin Hallett and Tessa
Amanda Stewart and Nada
Jett Green and Bradley

David Pickersgill, Past President

Art Cunningham Deb Kowal
Jean Ellis Robyn McMorris
Bob Merchant Michael Cook
Todd Berry Cynthia Hylinski
Agency Staff

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Finance Manager

Sharon Moore
Sharon Dube
Rebecca Peterson

Director of Development and

Communications

Development and Communications

Coordinator
Community Relations
Coordinator
Volunteer/Activities
Coordinator
Acting Director of
Programs
Intake Coordinators

Kari Peperkorn
Corinne Cryan

Sherri Depper
Sherry Ferronato

Valerie Dunn
Kyly Orchard

Client Services Coordinators

Program Team Leaders

Mentoring Coordinators

Sarah Kaufman
Sophie Fortier
Anna Burrowes

Neemi Kara
Abigail Wideman

Leanne Burke
Sharlene Coulter
Marcia Dupuis
Melissa Foster
Lisa Thomas
Sheena Friesen

Between Generations Mentoring Coordinator

Jennifer Zeleke

Teen Mentoring Coordinator

Program Support
Office Administrator

Johanna Kwan
Tita Salayon
Crystal McCarty

Administration Volunteer Donna Lennon

STEP Students

Maternity Leaves

Sally Climie
Leonard Wilson

Tracy Luca-Huger
Jeanna Hernandez

Published tri-annually, Share a Little Magic
serves to inform clients, volunteers, supporters
and interested parties about the work of the

agency.

Editor:
Kari Peperkorn

Contributors:
Kari Peperkorn
Tita Salayon

Sherri Depper
Sharon Moore

For more detailed information about our
programs please contact us at:

Big Brothers and Big Sisters

Laura Samson and Destiny
Holley Erlandson and Brittany
Robyn McMorris and Elizabeth

Moon Merrell and Tian
Isaac and Shannon Kendell and Reid
Rowena Lysons and Jessie

Amanda Hawryluk and Jaylene
Trent Edwards and Anthony
David Lee and Cody

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 2006

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Calgary Holiday Party
(Joint Event, Sunday, December 3, 2006 1pm -4 pm)

Our matches, waitlist youth and waitlist families will have the opportunity to share in the
holiday magic once again with BBBS Calgary. We'll have plenty of games, crafts and
tasty treats planned for everyone as we provide a snapshot of the variety of holiday
traditions celebrated around the world. This special event will once again take place at
the Parkland Community Centre (505 Parkvalley Road SE ). Stay tuned for more
information on this event.

For more information or to sign up for the above-listed event, please call
reception at 777-3535. Should you need to cancel at any time, please let us
know so we can fill the spot with another deserving child.

\
Share a Little Magic with our E-Newsletter! _—
Sign up at www.bbbscalgary.com today— It's ~— .
quick, it's easy and it's only one click away! \‘
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